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The policy context 

It is a stated policy aim of the UK Government, to become the ‘Greenest ever’. A raft of 
policies and measures are being introduced over the coming years, to boost the 
government’s green credentials. These include: 

Energy White Paper – Powering our net zero future (published December 2020)
• The paper provides context and the structures needed to meet the government’s net 

zero future by 2050. This includes plans to ban the sale of new petrol and diesel cars 
and vans by 2030

Ten points for a Green Industrial Revolution (November 2020)
• Signals the Prime Minister’s ambitions for a range of low-carbon technologies, with 

the financial support to help accelerate progress towards net-zero emissions. The 
plan aims to support up to 250,000 UK jobs, and to mobilise £12bn of public funding 
that could leverage more than three times that amount from the private sector

UK hosting COP26 
• United Nations Climate Change conference. Being hosted in Glasgow in November, 

with heads of state, leading experts and climate change scientists  
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Construction’s role 

• Budget 2020 - plans to remove the rebate for red diesel on construction equipment 
by April 2022

• European Rental Association launch the ERA Equipment CO2 Calculator (January 
2021)

• CITB Net Zero report published later this year

• Government Green Paper on the future of Public Procurement will contain details on 
how public infrastructure projects will reduce carbon emissions 

Construction has taken steps in reducing engine emissions. The UK government, 
working with the EU, since 1999, has seen the following reductions in engine emissions 
from NRMM; 

• 97% reduction of particulate emissions 
• 96% reduction in nitrogen oxides 
• 85% reduction of hydrocarbons

• The Construction Equipment Association estimate that to meet these targets, 
manufacturers of plant materials and machinery have spent around 70% of their 
research and development (R&D) investment to achieve these reductions. Hybrid 
engines and electric powered equipment are already on the market – with more to 
come
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CPA position  

• Government to work with industry in developing sensible targets and plans to reduce 
emissions 

• Removing the red diesel rebate will only raise a limited amount for the Treasury –
but might put back investment plans in new equipment for some companies 

• Help the plant-hire industry make the switch away from diesel and fossil fuels to 
viable alternatives

• Current economic climate and impact of the pandemic means the situation is 
delicate. Government wants construction to drive economic growth – but it also has 
to recognise the challenge and economies of scale many companies are facing

• But – change is coming – the government is determined to push through its climate 
agenda
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Chris Matthew – Strategic Manager 
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